
State of Iowa’s 
Early Literacy Alternate Assessment

The Dynamic Learning Maps Aligned K-3 Early Literacy 
Alternate Assessment

Instructional Support Webinar
“Unpacking” Scale 1



Resources 

The DLM Aligned K-3 Early Literacy 
Alternate Assessment Manual

Iowa Core ELA Essential Elements 
“Unpacked”



Learning Outcomes

• Scale Outcome 

• Essential Elements Assessed  

• Achievement Levels within the Scale

• Instructional Targets at Each Grade Level

• Instructional Descriptions

• Comprehensive Literacy Instruction Framework



Scale Outcome 
Essential Elements Assessed  

Achievement Levels within the Scales



Scale 1 - Outcome



Scale 1- Essential Elements Assessed 



Scale 1- Special Note



Scale 1- Achievement Levels



Scale 1- Emerging



Scale 1- Increasing Specificity &
Rigor Across the Levels 



Instructional Targets



Scale 1- Kindergarten Target



“Unpacked Essential Elements”
RL.K1



“Unpacked Essential Elements”
RI.K.1 & RI.K.3



Scale 1- First Grade Target



“Unpacked Essential Elements”
RL.1.1



“Unpacked Essential Elements”
RI.1.1 & RI.1.3



Scale 1- Second Grade Target



“Unpacked Essential Elements”
RL.2.1



“Unpacked Essential Elements”
RI.2.1 & RI.2.3



Scale 1- Third Grade Target



“Unpacked Essential Elements”
RL.3.1



“Unpacked Essential Elements”
RI.3.1 & RI.3.3



Instructional Descriptors



Scale 1- Level 1



Scale 1-Level 2



Scale 1-Level 3



Scale 1-Level 4



Scale 1-Level 5



Scale 1-Level 6



Scale 1-Level 7



Scale 1-Level 8



Scale 1-Level 9



Scale 1-Level 10



“Putting It All Together”
Instructional Framework



“Putting It All Together”
Resources



Contact Information

Emily Thatcher

Specially Designed Instruction (SDI) Consultant-Students with Significant 
Disabilities

Emily.thatcher@iowa.gov

mailto:Emily.thatcher@iowa.gov

